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HOW TO MEASURE MIL THICKNESS
WFT (Wet Film Thickness) versus DFT (Dry Film Thickness)

e To ensure the coating
will perform as tested,
the applicator needs
to ensure the required
thickness of material is
applied.
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measurement of the

wet coating thickness
before any drying or curing has occurred.
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e Dry Film Thickness (DFT) is a measurement of the dry
and cured material after all liquid has evaporated.

e DFT = WFT x % volume solids. For a 67% volume solids
material with a WFT of 18 mils, DFT = 18 x0.67 = 12 DFT.

e A WFT gauge is designed to give the spray applicator
immediate mil measurement of the film build just
sprayed. The most common type of WFT gauge is the
notch gauge. See Figures 1 & 2 for more details.

Using Medallions to Document the Install and
Verify Thickness of the Coating

e Write the job date, applicator name and the Wet Film target on the back of each

plate. (See Figure 3)

e Install metal plates throughout the surface of the foam.

e Measuring WFT on the front side of the plate will give the most accurate reading

e Collect these plates and keep them on file. They are a great tool to present your

code official or Fire Marshal.

e These plates allow for future verification of the Dry Film Thickness (DFT) using

electronic or magnetic measuring tools.

Specifications of Medallions
e Mending Plates

e Model #TP15

e UPC#031107654803

e Available at local or online hardware stores.

HOW TO USE A 'WET FILM THICKNESS GAUGE'

Place the gauge at ninety rees

to the coated substrate and be sure
the gauge is firmly in contact with the
substrate.

'WET COATING'
« SUBSTRATE

After the gauge is removed from the
substrate, observe the MIL value of
the largest tooth or notch that is wet
and the smallest tooth that is not wet.
The wet film thickness lies between
these two values. In the example to
the left, the wet fim thickness is

6 MLS to 8 MILS (0.006" to 0.008").

| Smallest tooth that is not wet
Largest tooth that is wet

Wet Fim Thickness is greater than 6 MILS (0.006")
and less than 8 MLS (0.0087)

* Drawings magnified and stretched for dlrity, not 1o scale,

Figure 2. Details on measuring WFT using a notch type
wet film gauge. Image courtesy of www.geionline.com.

(] e ] =

NC‘M” ; .

SLe :

- ] L ‘

-2~ 72 L * .
0 yeT

cate

SOy . o

- Y

Figure 3. Front and back of
Medallions. These mending
plates can be purchased at local

hardware stores.
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